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Introduction by Bruce J. Hillman, MD
Amazingly, I actually recall when Laurie L. Fajardo,
MD, MBA, applied to the University of Arizona for
a residency in 1984. It sticks so well in my mind
because, in contrast to the usual situation, she
interviewed me. In those pre-Internet days, she
somehow had gotten a copy of my CV, reviewed it,
and quizzed me on its contents. It was a portent.
Within a week of her 1985 arrival in Tucson, she
was back in my office seriously discussing with me
her research agenda. Even then, I could tell that
Laurie had that almost impossible combination of
drive, talent, skill in dealing with others, addiction
to hard work, and tenacity that would ensure her
early and continuing success. She
has never let up.

Laurie has held faculty appointments and important administrative positions at the University of
Arizona, the University of Virginia, and Johns Hopkins University—from which she also received her
MBA degree. Since 2002, she has been very successful as professor and chair of radiology at the University of Iowa (Iowa City). She has achieved independent grant funding, has served an important
role in the founding and growth of the American
College of Radiology Imaging Network (ACRIN)
as chair of its Media and Publications Committee,
and has authored more than 150 scientific articles
and book chapters. She is much sought after as a
lecturer in the United States and
internationally.
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and a subspecialization in breast imaging, which
remains her research and clinical interest.
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