SLIDE 1: TITLE – It is my great honor, this evening to introduce to you Dr. Laurie L. Fajardo, Gold Medalist of the AUR. You’ll notice, typically, I haven’t even begun and Laurie’s already giving me the “fisheye.”

SLIDE 2: THE BEGINNING – Obviously, to reach this exalted state, Laurie has had to have had an extraordinary record of accomplishment. Some insight into her drive can be gained from an investigation of her upbringing. Laurie was born into a large family in St. Louis. Her parents were both immigrants – one Spanish and one Portugese.

SLIDE 3: EARLY YEARS – Early on, Laurie excelled as an athlete. She twice was Missouri state champion in the all-around for gymnastics. She played for a semi-professional women’s softball team, for which she specialized as the designated runner. Anyone who has run with Laurie knows she can still grind even well-trained runners into the dust.
Although she excelled academically in high school, advanced education was not something she even considered. Laurie opted for nursing school. Upon graduation, she went to work in a cardiology research lab. There, she had an “aha moment.” She thought to herself, “I’m as smart as these guys.” Fortunately for her, she failed to understand they were only cardiologists - right Dave?
SLIDE 4: EDUCATION AND TRAINING – She went back to school, graduating successively from Washington University and the University of Chicago School of Medicine. She later achieved a second advanced degree, an MBA, from Johns Hopkins University in 2003.

SLIDE 5: U. OF ARIZONA – I first met Laurie in 1984, when she applied for residency at the University of Arizona. She was a most unusual candidate because rather than my interviewing her, she interviewed me. In those pre-internet days, she somehow had gotten a hold of my cv and quizzed me on my research interests. It took no more than a week after she arrived in July 1985 before she was back in my office discussing plans for “our” research. Her residency is a paragon of accomplishment. She voluntarily took an additional year of residency to train in research, perhaps the single most critical decision any young academic can make. She stayed up all night during her nights on call to work on her projects. The result was 22 publications as a trainee and subspecialization in breast imaging. Initially, Laurie stayed on the faculty of the University of Arizona and became the Director of Breast Imaging.
SLIDE 6: ME AS CONAN – Laurie also developed an interest in computerized art. Here she depicts me during a period of my life when I was both juicing and taking Rogaine. 

SLIDE 7: Encouraged by how Laurie evidently perceived me, I recruited her to the University of Virginia to be our Vice Chair for Research. There, Laurie became Professor of both Radiology and Health Evaluation Sciences. As Vice Chair, she oversaw the evolution of UVA from a department without federal funding to one ranked in the top 25. The faculty and programs we developed are a lasting legacy of her time at the institution. In consideration of all of her efforts, Laurie was presented the 1997 UVA Woman of Academic Achievement Award.

SLIDE 8: JOHNS HOPKINS U. – We were sorry to see Laurie go, but she, understandably, had further ambitions. In 1999, Elias Zerhouni, then chair of radiology at Johns Hopkins, recruited her to be both Head of Breast Imaging and Vice Chair for Clinical Research. She excelled and captured the attention of numerous institutions looking for a capable individual to head their radiology department.
SLIDE 9: U. OF IOWA – The winner of the Laurie Fajardo sweepstakes turned out to be the University of Iowa. Since 2002, Laurie has done for Iowa what she helped do for Virginia and Arizona, developing the department into a highly competitive clinical and research department, acting as a mentor in the development of faculty and trainees, and becoming an indispensable participant in the broader affairs of the Medical School, University, and state of Iowa.

SLIDE 10: MAJOR CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS – Through all of this, Laurie’s rare combination of talent, drive, and interpersonal skills has seen her through extraordinary accomplishments (LIST)

SLIDE 11: MAJOR CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS – (LIST ITEMS BELOW “150 INVITED LECTURESHIPS) Laurie is an accomplished lecturer, a talent that has taken her around the world. Here, at what had been a very civil dinner in Tokyo, she initiates an international incident by arm wrestling a Toshiba plant manager. Laurie won this somewhat alcohol-fueled match; the plant manager was required to commit seppuku. It was a messy end to an otherwise pleasant evening.

SLIDE 12: MAJOR CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS; SERVICE TO WOMEN – Laurie has not forgotten the hurdles she had to overcome as a woman. She has been an ardent leader in furthering women’s opportunities everywhere she has been. (LIST).

SLIDE 13: AUR – Finally, with regards to the organization that honors her this evening, Laurie has held pretty much every AUR post imaginable. (LIST)
SLIDE 14: END – Through all of this accomplishment – and all of the recognition she has received - Laurie has remained a warm, sincere, and engaging person, an exemplary mother to her children and a loyal friend to many of us. She has represented with great honor her family, her colleagues, her community, and her profession. The Association of University Radiologists honors itself in awarding Dr. Laurie Fajardo its Gold Medal – Laurie!
