Thank you President Arenson and thank-you Dr. Hillman for the tribute.       

I am thrilled, honored and humbled in equal measure to have been chosen by the AUR as a recipient of its Gold Medal for 2008.
For me, the AUR has been a wonderful organization to associate myself with and I have truly enjoyed working with and watching our organization evolve over the last decade and a half. 
From the onset, when I attended my first AUR meeting as a resident, to present a scientific abstract, I was struck by the level of generosity, giving and camaraderie that transpired between the younger and the more experienced members of this organization. Over the years, I saw the organization evolve into an umbrella society representing many of the most important organized groups in our medical subspecialty  - organizations which push forward our important missions of education, research and political concern. For instance, while the ACGME and RRC may dictate requirements for Radiology education, it is our ADPR colleagues who really innovate the curricula and execute the daunting tasks of training Radiology’s future practitioners. Likewise, with AMSER and medical student radiology education.  And is it not RAHSER who is truly the “life blood” of Health Service Research in Radiology? And it goes on….. the accomplishments and accolades of the AUR – through its affiliates -  are boundless. Clearly, it is the strong interactions and networking among the affiliates that attracts new members and keeps them coming back to this meeting year after year.
On a personal note, I owe much to the AUR and its current and past members who influenced my career and success in academic radiology. My first Chairperson, Paul Capp, was a nurturing and generous individual who supported my interests in academic radiology, sponsored my early attendance at the AUR and told me that I wanted to be a women’s imager (when – initially – I thought I wanted to be a body imager!).
And of course, well known and recognized by many in this audience, it was Bruce Hillman who mentored and worked tirelessly with me, very early on in my training and development as faculty member – at both Arizona and Virginia. He helped me design the research year that I undertook during my residency – which he alluded to in his tribute – and helped me become affiliated with biomedical engineering research laboratories – where I had the good fortune to begin early work on devices that were eventually translated into clinical use.  He helped me with manuscript and research grant development – helping me with my first NIH grant (an R-29) and my GERRAF grant  -  which provided me with  an incredible foundation for undertaking my academic career.  Over the years Bruce has been invaluable role model and source of advice for which I am forever grateful.  A third significant influence was Elias Zerhouni who tried to recruit me from Arizona (to Hopkins) - before I decided to join the University of Virginia. And even though he wasn’t successful (the first time around, that is),  he very generously advised and assisted me with my first major NIH grant – which became the RDOG5 Trial.
During my years on the faculty at Hopkins, I had the good fortune to work with some brilliant colleagues with whom I share memorable collaborations and interactions   (all of whom are active in the AUR)  –  Donna Magid,  Norm Beauchamp and John Eng.
And now, at the University of Iowa, I work with incredible and outstanding individuals who are also very active with the AUR: including Michael Graham, Joan Maley, and Brian Mullan.
But the primary reason I am where I am tonight is the support and love of my family. I am grateful to my parents for their many years of encouragement and for endorsing my decision to pursue medical school after finishing nursing school. And I am especially delighted to have here with me tonight - my two wonderful sons  - Joshua and Jordan.  They have given me invaluable life experiences and memories and I thank each for many years of happiness and joy – and love them with all my heart.
In closing, I am proud to consider myself an “AUR lifer” because – like so many in the audience tonight - I believe in the mission of this organization. I am indebted to the AUR for many friends, colleagues and memorable moments.  I am grateful for the privilege and opportunity to serve this organization, and I thank you, again, for this honor and award.
Thank you.  

